PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

U.S. Application No.: Not yet assigned. Attorney Docket No.: Q78034 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (original): A novel copolymer comprising: 

a repeating unit (B) derived from an unsaturated carboxylic anhydride; 
a repeating unit (C) represented by Formula (II); and 
a repeating unit (D) represented by Formula (HI): 



-CH 2 CH 

H 3 C— Si— CH 3 
CH 3 



(H) 



-CH 2 




(HI) 

wherein R 1 is a hydrogen atom or a methyl group; and R 2 is an alkyl group having from 1 to 4 
carbon atoms. 
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2. (original): A novel copolymer according to claim 1, wherein said repeating unit 
(B) is a repeating unit (B-l) derived from a unsaturated cyclic carboxylic anhydride. 

3. (original): A novel copolymer according to claim 2, wherein said repeating unit 
(B-l) is a unit (B-2) represented by Formula (V): 




(V). 

4. (original): A novel copolymer according to claim 2, wherein said repeating unit 
(B-l) is a unit (B-3) represented by Formula (XVI): 




(XVI). 

5. (original): A novel copolymer according to claim 1, wherein said repeating unit 
(D) is a unit (D-l) represented by Formula (VI): 
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(VI). 



6. (original): A novel copolymer according to claim 1, wherein the content of 
repeating unit (B) is equal to or more than 15% and equal to or less than 60% of all repeating 
units constituting said novel copolymer. 

7. (original): A novel copolymer according to claim 1, wherein the content of 
repeating unit (C) is equal to or more than 10% and equal to or less than 40% of all repeating 
units constituting said novel copolymer. 

8. (original): A novel copolymer according to claim 1, wherein the content of 
repeating unit (D) is more than 0% and equal to or less than 40% of all repeating units 
constituting said novel copolymer. 

9. (currently amended): A novel copolymer according to any one of claims 1 to 8 
claim 1 , wherein said novel copolymer has a weight average molecular weight (Mw) in terms 
of polystyrene of from 7000 to 30000^ and a molecular- weight distribution (Mw/Mn), where 
Mn is a number average molecular weigh t^ef, is equal to or less than 3.5. 

10. (original): A photoresist composition comprising: 
a novel copolymer according to claim 1; 

a photosensitive acid generator; and 
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an organic solvent. 

11. (original): A photoresist composition according to claim 10, wherein said 
photosensitive acid generator is a triphenylsulfonium-based onium salt. 

12. (original): A photoresist composition according to claim 10, wherein said organic 
solvent is propylene glycol monomethyl ether acetate (PGMEA). 

13. (canceled). 
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